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Station, has determined me to the Choice of 
theſe Words. 
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A Pier Name 14 ms: thes precious 
| Ointment ; and the Day of Death 
than the Day of ones Birth. 


T 77 HE Duty which? think . on 


me, ol doing what Juſtice I can, and 
of ſhewing what reſpe is due, to the 
Memory of my Predeceſſor in this 


And leſt 1 be thought late with my grateful 


| Tribute; be pleas d to accept of this Reaſon for 
my Demur : I was in hopes, that ſome whoſe 


Qualifications are ſuited to the nice Office, would 


have oblig'd the Publick with it at Home; and 
that from their moving Strains you might have 
found Conſolation, or indulging Vent to your 
Grief, proportion d to the Exceſs of it and your 


juſt Wiſhes ; which I ſincerely deſir'd ; being very 
much diſcourag'd at the Difficulty of the Task, 


where the Dignity of the Subject is ſo noted. 
But ſince they (as far at leaft as I can inform my 


ſelf) have declin'd it, the Diffidence of my Abi- 
lity yielded at laft to the Importunity of my 
Affection and Gratiude. 3 


a: Having 


— 


_ — — — — 
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Having thus given you an Account of the 
| Motives to the preſent Undertaking, and the De- 


cency of waiting being now paid to the happier 


Tongues and Pens at home, let us proceed to the 
uſeſul Meditations that the Words delight the Vir- 


tous with, 4 Good Name is better than precious Oint- 


ment; and the Og of Death than the. Pay. 8 ones 
| Birth, * 


The Firh, * propoſt tion e alfow's. 
A Good Name being the Treaſure of private Peo- 


ple, the Glory of the Great, the Inſpirer of pro- 
greſſive Graces and anſwerable Virtues, and the 
Indication of a Soul influenced by the Spirit ol : 
Goodneſs, by the Majeſty of Heaven. 


The Second, A Propoſition, contradicting the firſt 


Principle of Nature, therefore not by the Gene- 
rality admitted. 


We muſt coals. that Gentile Philofophers 4 | 


Heroes, as well as many reſigned Chriſtians, 
have talked of it as of a moſt welcome Gueſt, 


and that when no invincible Diſtreſs extorted its 
Praiſe from them. But others being not ſo ex- 
alted in their Speculations concerning it, for their 
Satisfaction I ſhall endeavour to vindicate and il- 
luſtrate the Truth of the ſeeming Paradox. 


Towards this End it will be neceſſary to review : 
the former part of the Words ; the Nature of the 


| Good Name recommended to us; the implied Vir- 


tues of which, when happily acquir d and perſe- 
vered in, being the Means, that make the unjuſtly. 


cenſur'd Extinction of Life, and miſapprehended 


Terror of Nature prove Valuable and Eligible, 
as the Wiſeſt of Men has. pronounced it. In 


A F. uneral-Sermon. 


— — 


— — 


In: which Review, a Conſideration of the it im- 
inde Obligations and Virtues of , 12 
Name: - 0 

The Methods 50 attempting it: 
And the Advantage of its Acquiſition, a are the 


Artieles that ſcem of mot nene to our 


preſent Purpoſe. ,2...-:; | 
As to the Second Part of the Words, Cn 


The Preterence which oracular Wiſdom gives in 


them to the Days of ones Death, above chat of 7 
ones Birtli?: | 


I ſhall windioate the Neri 5 of the Anion Pr | 
deduce the practical Inferences naturally reſulting.. 
from a Contemplation on that Verity; recom- 


mending the Examples of , Worthies to your Imi- 
tation, in making theſe Inferences; particularly of 
him, in whom you have ſeen the ſacred Gloty: con- 


ſpicuouſly ſnine. 
Firſt then, as to the Niro; a the Pa; FS 


ia the lively Metaphor: exhibited to our Vene-- 
ration; this our Religion inſtructs us to be the 
improved Luſtre of that Name, by which we 


were dedicated to God's immediate Service. 


Some, indeed, pervert the Word to their own - 
Ruin, and inſtead of Good, think themſelves hap- 
py in acquiring what more properly may be 
termed Great: Therefore Ambitions, Succeſs, 
Acuteneſs in chuſing; Courage in executing. 


are the principal Gifts, or Marks of Heaven's. 


Indulgence, that they hold worthy Man's Deſires. 


Amongſt them he is the Hero of Fortune, the 


Favourite of Providence, whom an outward Con- 


curren ee. 


— 


— — 


* 
Z | 


Es currenet bf fad e nende 
diſtigguiſhes, he raiſes himſelf to PnW.wer, and by 
Fo the Gloſs of his Titles, and Pomp of his Figure, 
„ purchaſes numerous Atrendants and Sycophants. 
He is the envied Perſon, whom a Graceful Be- 
" haviout, a Polite Facility in Addreſs, - and other 
1 taking Endowments of Nature, put es who 
1 common Level. 0 
* But when theſe happen to "hi = mid, as to 
. elevats their Thoughts to Things of a higher | 
' - Sphere, his Portion they account moſt Redundant 
l; and Splendid, ho ſecures /a ſpreading Fame by 
3 his Learning and Parts, and who entertains the 
Age with the Flights of his A e and the playing i 
Meanders of his Fan. 2 
And Laſtly; - amongſt them; 3 he is pro- 
nounced blefſed and happy, who i in any inferior 
Station, or negotiating Manner of Life, fur- 
- mounts the Difficulties' of it, heaps. up Riches, 
and Makes himfelf of. Moment. to thoſe thar go- 
vern the State. | 
1 However üregnler theſe Perſons Proceedings 
[ are, however low and ſenſual their various Pur- 
| Poſes, they nevertheleſs prove very neceſſary for 
the mutual Dependance of Mankind on each 
|! Ecclſ.38. other: As che wiſe Son of Szrach:obſerves, they 
\ 3+ maintain the State of the World, and all their 
Deſire is in the Work of their Kran: dike all 
other Productions of Nature, tho' vaſtly remote 
* ia Dignity, uſeful in their Kind, and contributing 
to the Support, the Oy and — of the 


whole e 1 
— TY 


e r 


* 2 tes. ths, 


—— — — * 


wr” Fa une ed 
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ever laudable under ſome Reſtrictions we: muſt) 
acknowledge them te be; however convenient 


and worthy, the Spirit of Herſect ion, the Author 


and Finiſher of our Faith, calls for: Diſpoſtions 


and Qualities, and the Eects gl them, much; 


more tranſeendent. 9 5 4 Ditto % % 
Which, before I proceed. 0 üg A is pro- 


per to obſerve on them, that the Sandtißer and 


Conducter of our Souls, does not ſo particularly 
urge them, as thereby to exclude all other Praiſe- 
worthy and Lovely Accompliſhments; or that it 


o able utely abſtracts our Hearts from ſablunery: | 


Canſiderations, - as to make us: overlook! or diſ- 


regard Applaufe or Approbation from them: We 
cConfeſs that this Applauſe or Approbation, ſigni- 


| fies nothing towards the Eſtabliſhment or Furthes; 


rance of the Bliſs prepared in Heaven for Belie vers, 
but that they may go to an indulgent. Fathers 


without it, and even againſt it; yet a Concern” 
for our Brethrens good Werd, is che & tome. 
 Hoſlration of our Proſeſſion. 


hat ſocver Things are Lovely, r T, hinge Phil CE? 


are of good Report; if there be an) Virtue, if there. 


be any Praiſe, 2 theſe Things, - lern N : 7 | 


of Love and Wiſdom: ©. 4, + 
Hie then that thinks of theſe Things, canon; 
let thoſe of 2 higher Nature, W ig Liſeleſs 
Amuſements: But in purſuing the goed Name 
Which God conſecrates, and declares deſirable 
beyond 


: To: 2" "Thoughts: and Nie 40 Toros | 
[cations and Suoceſſes, the Genetality of Mah-/ 
kind too precipitately and blindly tend; and how- 
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| beyond: "the E Earth's Molt Luruszacr Predeckions; ; 


will think he purſues that Nepute, that Com- 


mand of Reſpect and Eſteem, which a ſtrict Life 


of Virtue acquires ; à Life correſpondent to the 


implied Graces and Excellencies of ' the: Chriſtian: - 


Name, in all its Branches, diſtinctly expreſs'd by 


the lively Example of Chriſt, and the diſtant Imi- 
tation of his inſpired Apoſtles, and other ſucceſ- 
ſive Worthies, that in all the Churches revolving 
Centuries, with amazing Light, an, iaſtructwe 


| Endearments, have broke forth. 


This is the preferred Treaſure bie Stered 


— by its Metaphorick Compariſon, re- 


commends to the Thirſters after laſting Glory, 


and Divine Wiſdom; this is the good Name 


which the Royal Preacher gives eternal Sanction 
to, for its Admiſſion amongſt the Great, in Op- 
poſition to the Excellence of Man's Wiſdom, and 


the Noiſe of Politicks, and for the Veneration of 
thoſe of humbler Spheres, in Contradiction to 


85 their little Shiſts and Arts, and fair Shews. 


Wiſdom 
of Solo- 
mon, 6. 
12, 13,14. 


This is it which is in every-body's Power to 
attempt, which puts nor their Spirits on any Fer- 


ment, which calls not their Faculties to any vi- 


olent or oppreſſive Sollicituꝰe: But which on the 
contrary, preventeth them that defire it, in making, 
itſelf firſt known unto them; concerning which, he 
that ſeeketh it early, ſhall have no 7 7avel, but he 
foal find it fitting at his Doors. | 
This is the 4 Name, or the word of WiC. 


dom, that is not ſo difficult or remote, ſays the 
Holy wad and — of Iſrael, that thou 


ſhouldeff 


x 
2 
4 

I 

r 

t 

h 
it 
S 


l 1 F ee 


e io, Who ſhall go up for us te 2 ad 
bring it to us, that we may hear it, and di it + Bur 
it is very mgh unto thee, in 58 Mouth, and in thy 


” Heart. 


This is the Acquiſition which a Ine mitent 


Prelate thus familiarly Paraphraſes, and recom- 
mends to us: T doubt not in the leaſt, ſays he, Dr. Sharp. 
hut that leſs Labour, leſs Trouble, leſs Solicitude, 


„ will ſerve to make a Man a good Chriſtian, 


| © than to get an Eſtate, or to attain a comperent 
« Skill in Human Arts and Sciences. 


Deut. zo. 
2, 4 


Archbiſhop 


of York, 
Serm. 2. 


P· 35 Z 


This is the Nature of the Good Name which. 
the Spirit of God by Anticipation prepared us to 
regard, as the Attainment of higheſt Conſequence 


to us; this is the Improvement of Intellectual 
Abiliries, and! of Temporal Intereſt, propoſed 1 
us, as the Object tranfrending” alt orice ang 


nary Gains and Felicity. 


Secondly, on this Head to conſider. 


| The Methods of attaining which, I come now, 8 


r. Under the Conduct then of that Spirit that; pre- 


vents us in the Attainment, the Heroick Purſuer of 
it, will, in the Frſt Place, abſtain from all Appear- 


ance of Evil, becauſe he knows he muſt not raiſe 


the quick Blaſts of Deſtruction; and whatever 
Indignity occurs on his courteous Care, he will 


receive with Patience, being well aſſured, that 
the inward Piety which that Care demonſtrates, | 


however private, of miſinterpreted by the World 


it may 00 cannot fail of a Reward from the 2 


Searcher 0 Hearts. 
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ſtrict Calls and Reſearches of t 
tho' with ſome ee Thoughts even of ſecu- 
. Tar Eſleem. | 


The Purſyer of this Good Name will 


remember that the Spirit of Religion, the Virtues. 


impreſſed and urged-by it, are principally to be | 
a N That the Profeſſors of the Chriſtian 


Verity are without Reſerve, oblig'd to regulate 
their Lives according to the revealed Will of 
God, with a principal View of miniſtring to his 


Eternal Glory thereby, and anſwering the 


eir Conſciences, 


They do, ſays. our Bleſſed 3 127 the 


Mar, 23. 5. e all their Works to be ſeen of Men 2 What. 


| Deſtruction ſuch. People incur, - the, Spirit of 
Perfection and Purity ſhews, for our avoiding 3 


Mat. 7:23, I yever knew you, ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, depart 


from me, ye that work Iniquity : This, he that la- 


bours after the good Name, which the Royal 


Preacher makes fo elegant and neceſlary a 17852 f 


cern of human Life, will abhor. 


Says Jocrates to Demonicus, By 20 Moan,” do 
any baſe and wicked Thing, tho you have a 
Proſpect of vailing it; you may, indeed, make 


it a Secret to others, but you cannot hide it. from 
your own Conſcience. - = $4 


They that are not 1 to 2 as. Chriſt 
ravghtt, ſays F: Tuſtin Martyrs let them kgow they 


» Myltmra. 474er eixehr roles ants Aiouy 2 EF oy EO 
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are not -Qbvidtians, tho! ey profeſs with rhe i 


. his Doctrine. N05 


Theſe Things the Patunr-of the good Name 
regiſtred in the” Book of Life, will ever think 


of.. 
abi My, Ta purſuing. this good Name, both as 


it teſpects the Favour with which God crowns 


it, and Man generally receives it, the regular 


| Method will be to ſollicit the Aſſiſtance of God's 
ſanctifying Spirit in the Progreſs, and thereby 
mot! oy to withdraw from all Appearance of 
Evil, but to contribute to the out ward viſible Ad- 

vantage of the Omnipotent's Glory, in a chear- 
ful and ſedulous Conformity to his Religious Or- 

- dinances, and to do all poſſible Good to our 
Neighbour, without a ſecret Hope of his Remu- 


nerating; to be courteous and humble to all, to 


relieve the Poor, to viſit the Sick, to inſtruct the 1 
Ignorant, to reform the Unwary, to forget Of. 
fences, to forgive Injurles, to be Juſt, and Chaſte, 
and Temperate, and in all Things like the Go 
pel invited Perfection, as far as human Frailty, 


enliven'd with God's Talfcient Grace, can ad- 


vance it ſelf. 
This is the Pargoſa of the good Name which 
Religion accounts of higher Value to Mankind, 


than any other Terreſtrial Advantage; this is the 


Ointment that gives a Flavour reaching Heaven, 
when all the Sweets of Arabia and Saba reſt be- 
low, and theſe are the various Qualifications and f 
Methods in the Attainment. e | 
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now Thirdly to ſpecifie, and to propoſe as Ar- 


— and Inducements to you, for your — | 


onate Deſires, and untired Purſuits. 


'T heſe are, Firſt, The Temporal Intereſt irre- 
8 attending a youu Name: The ! 


of all Peoples Eſteem by it, and the ſubjecting 


brutal Ferity to it: This is the natural — 
to perſwaſive Goodneſs, and ornamental Graces: 


None, generally ſpeaking, will inſult thoſe whom 


9 the Wile, and Virtuous, and. Venerable applaud . 
1 bet. 3. None will injure the Beneficent and Innocent; 
12, 13. which had they an Inclination to do, God, by 
fome awful Declaration, gives often an inviolabis 
Majeſty to the otherwiſe unacceptable Appear- 
_ ance of the Good, which like the Armour recom- 


6. 13. mended to the Epheſians, or with the imprinted 


| Ats6.15. Dignity on St. Stephen's Face, protects them 
from the Malice and Preſumption of the Bad; or 
with the greater Advantage till, may make the * 


Bad in ſome Reſpect fear them; as the Evangeliſt 


Mark 3. informs us, khat even Herod did St. Fohn the ; 
„ 
5 And Secondly, Tom it reſults the ſeyſible 


Bliſs of a Virtuous Life, a Removal from Fears 
and Jealouſies, occaſion'd by the Vices provoking 


rem, the Eſtabliſhment of Health of Body, or if 
not ſo, of what is much more valuable, of invin- 
cible Tranquility of Mind, of Compoſure of 
Thought in all Viciſſitudes of Fortune, in the moſt 


ö anticipating Extaſies, inexprefiible Pleaſures. 


afflictive conſolatory Views, and on Life's Verge, 
And 


py —Y * . 
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And ſalliy, This i is it which — Pants i 
whoſe Comfort and Flavour, throvgh unnumberd 
Circles of Ages, will ever flouriſh and repay the Wil 
Labourer with an infinite Increaſe ; whoſe Fame 
vill return Verdant and Saving when every. other 
Name and Action is Joſt, and their Trophies. 
conſumed.” | 
- By reflecting on theſe Avatars of the Good 
Name with which Chriſtian Heroes are to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves, the Royal Prophet's Second Pro- 
. poſition will appear. very juſt and plauſible,” tho” 4: 
at firſt Apprehenſion ſo immediately oppoſed to — 
Nature's Dictates; which is, that zhe Day w ones 2 
is better than the Day of ones Birth. 
what Divine Goodneſs reaches the Contem- | 
plative by ſo difficult a Truth, is, That they ought — | 
not to fet a greater Value on Life than hs wh. 
Religion ſets on it; that they ought to fear no | 
other Death than that which the Holy Spirit | 
terms the Second Death; that they ought to re- 1 
gard Life as the Commencement of Death, and 
Death as the End of the Work, of the Warfare, g 15 
of the Duties that they are by Nature and 
Religion called to; the Aſylum of the Afflicted, 


x —— — — + — * * 
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5 

che Inlet to Eternity. 

= Betievers, reviewing with wok Piſs 

1 ments, the reſpective Qualities of Life and Death, 

+ |} camnot but acknowledge the Fuftice of the Royal N 
} Prophet's Sentence, making Life in an. inferior | 
Degree valuable; and Death in the higheſt Senſe [ 
> | worthy Concern, and when e, wel. 


It 


[ * 
8 
| ; e 1 
” - ” "es . » * 1 a 


ticular Orders of Men, or to fome involved in Ex- 
tremity; but for the Uſe and Application of the 


"oh K inieral-Ser erm. 


It is true, abt Life reuommiends it ſelf to the 


ſenſual and unphiloſophical Part of Mankind as 
the Chief Good, the Station to which. all natural 
and -acquir'd Abilities, all the : Treaſure of For- 
tune and Triumph of Time muſt ſerve ; conſe- 
quently Death cannot. but appear to them in the 
oppoſite Extreme, the deteſted Bane that ought to 
be avoided. And yet with the Voice of Heaven 
in this perplexing Propoſition, even Nature's ex- 
alted Light has brought many Gentiles to concur, 
amongſt whom ſome Barbarians by peculiar Cu- 
ſtoms have teſtified their equal ee of 
it. 5 


Let not Chriſtians: hey: think it a Religious 


Tranſport of Holy Stoiciſm, or ſevere Problem 


of a diſguſted Mind, without any.real Intention 


and Purport tor bringing Mankind to a like Con- 


eluſion by it: Let them not think it ſpoke to par- 


moſt happy in all Kinds of Circumſtances, in all 
Stations of Lite, and Degrees of Age. 5 
What is objected to the Holy Truth, let us 


look for .amongſt.. the Senſual , the Guilty ; ; 


amongſt thoſe whoſe Secrets cannot bear Dete- 
ction, or unvailing to univerſal Light ; whoſe 
Conſciences ſo alarm them, that they wiſh for the 
Hills to cover them, and the Mountains to fall 


| on them. 


From Acne theſe, we Levi heatd: ok ſome 


: 0 utterly ſunk below the Gentiles Darkneſs, and 
loſt to all future Views, as to believe or hope, 


that 
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the: alba: the Bodies Diflviticion;;. or Extermina- 


tion of its Conſtituent Particles or Parts; the. 


whole Being in the melancholy Declenſion ſuffers. 


That theſe Particles can never be reſtor d to their 


paſt Form; and that the Heat which gave Vi- 


gour and. Temperature to the Organs of Senſe; 


and the Seats of the Intellects, like a fled Blaze, 
or loſt Day, being once extinct, muſt as to the 


paſt Identick Luitre be tor ever gone. That ſuch 
wot frail Life, viſible Decay, and. preſent Diſ- 


quietude, to the moſt; exquiſite Pleaſures of. { 1 


ewe Heaven, is no wonder. 


And as for the Gentiles that 1 r 
tions than theſe, who allow'd the Continuation of 


the animating Part, they could never entertain 
themſelves withlany juft Notions of its ꝓeriecti- 


on; they at beſt accounted it only the, fad. Image 
of the former Figure ; ſome Airy Volatile Shade 
wandring in uncertain Places ot Abode, not natu- 
rally conſiſtent with the Dignity of Beings ireed 
from Corporeal Organs and Mediums. Triſtis 
Imago, ſays the Poet, and that too of him whom 
he thought happy. What the Advance of the 
molt Happy, is he further informs. 


4 
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under ſuch. Clouds: and: Uncertainties, ae ſuch 


Miſappreheniions of the Being whole future State 
eommands the whole Worlds Concern, the deep 


1 of! Philofophers, and mouruful revol- 


of Princes. Well may, the nd ummons of 
* come to People the ſame way, regarding 
it 


— 
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ir "with Horror | well may the. Thoughts ol; it 
ſt them Fear, Confuſion, Deſpair. 


But the Chriſtian knows that in Life _ is call d 


to honqur God, to prove his Faith, to lay up a 

Treaſur for future Uſe. He knows that Life | 
good; and as Providence has appointed it, a Sta- 

tion or Sphere here for ſome particular Services. 


till Providence difcharges ir,” not receiving : this 


Diſcharge with Murmuring, when the Summons 
of it appears by Sickneſsor any other unavoidable _ 
Accident. In Death he knows that the Clog of 


Fleſh is remov'd ; that he will ſee his Redeemer, 


the Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, as he is; and 
that at the Reviſitation of this Redeemer, his Bo- 
dy will be recover d from other incorporating 
Duſt, and made a lucid transfigured Body ; that 
the Elements of Corruption will become a Com- 


poſition of impaſſable, inviolable Stability; the 


Emblems of Mortality changed to an Angelick 
Form, adapted to the Nature of the Receptacle 
and Duration of its new Life ; and then united to 
the Divinity by the perſeQing Force of the Holy 


Spirit, with which here it had ſome Invigorating 
Myſterious. Communion, through Means of the 


Churches Ordinances ; through Faith, and the 
Conſecration of both by the Divine Love; and 


the Tragick Teſtimony of that Love, an incom- 
prehenſible Crucifixion. 
"The Chriſtian thus illuminated, thus ſupported, 


f and convinced, cannot but acquieſece in the ex- | 
perienced Prophets Judgment; of Lifes E 
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Uſe, and of Death's facred Significancy and Con- 
ſequence. %% ͤ Ä 
The Conſideration of which Truth, brings me 
in the laſt Place to make the Practick Inferences 
from it; and for that Purpoſe to recommend the 
Examples of the Excellent to your Imitation; pat. 
ticularly, of Him whole Death is the Cauſe of 
this Difcourſe 5 whoſe Memory is dear to you; 
conſequently, whoſe Character fix'd in your Hearts 
will there exert it ſelf whilſt Life remains, to 
make you bring forth Fruits worthy the beloved 
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Ic N 
i ſt then, The Practick Inferences that the Con- 
templation on Life's inferior Worth, and Death's 
Sacred Importance ſhould move us to, are our 
applying our ſelves to Religion and Virtue; the 
happy Duties which in Life can do us no Harm, 
on the contrary much Good, but at the Hour of 
Death give us Comfort and Tranquillity, and af- 
ter Death procure for us Eternal Pleafures” 
If Life is Franſient, Uncertain, a ſubſervient 
State to Death, what Uſe ought we to put it to, 
but to the Uſe for which God and Nature appoint 
it? How ought rational People, or thoſe who 
would have their Prudence well eſteem'd, to devote 
their Hearts chiefly to the Concerns of moſt Con- 
ſequence ? The Children of this World are in their 
Generation wiſer than the Children of Light, ſays 
Infinite Wifdom ; and yet upon what Account — 
have they their Encomium? For - what are their | 
happy. Faculties, their Activity, Courage, and 
Acuteneſs applauded, but for being concerted, ang 
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xerted in the purſuing of one declared End, their 


chief Good? From which however they muſt 
ſoon be removed. Let not then their generons 


Endeavours concerning ſuch inferior Objects for 


the Conveniencies of a quick concluding Life,riſe 


up in Judgment againſt us for our Remiſſneſs and 
Inactivity, when the Enjoyment of God's Holy 
Preſence, and the conſequent Honour of an Eter- 


nal Duration, are propoſed to our Succeſſes. Holy 


Wiſdom obſerves, that every Man that ſtriveth 
for the Maſtery is temperate in all things, Thus 


EC 


Contenders of Spirit and Reſolution give their 
Minds Vivacity, their Bodies Agility, t 


it for a Corruptible Crown, or the giddy Accla- 


mations of thoſe about them; let not their pro- 
vident Care, their hearty Attempts, and untired 
Sincerity, riſe up in Judgment againſt us languiſh- 8 
ing, growing dull and ſtupid, when an incorrup- 
tible Crown, the Pleaſures of Heaven, the Hap- 
pineſs of Eternity, are the Allurements to our 


Hopes and Deſires. | 


— 


Watch, for ye know not what hour your Lord 


doth come, fays he, that ſlumbers not, nor ſleeps. 
in preſerving //rae/ ; and that becauſe when the 
Lord doth come, when he calls on us by Death, 


we ought to be prepared for his Call, the Conſe- 
quence of our Qualifications at that time being 
ever after irrevocable. „ 


ereby ſe⸗ 
curing the Attainment of the Prize, the Object 
of their Hopes. Fruitleſs Hopes ! Since they do 


Since 
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7 1 „Life is ſo uncertain, chat it may "IF 
demanded of ns when we are leaſt aware; ſince 


the Conſequence is of infinite Concern '; the Du- 


ration afterwards irreverſible and immutable; 


What Cruelty to our ſelves are we guilty of, in 


leaving ſo mighty an Affair to an Uncertainty ? 
What Injury, what Violence to Reaſon do we 


offer, when we leave the Nobler, the more Va- 
luable and Excellent Things for the Tnferior, the 
Perifhing and Trifling 2 Thus acting, inſtead of 
accounting our ſelves influenc'd'by the Holy Spi- 
rit of God, we muſt acknowledge ſome other 

| Malignant Power predominating in us. But, 


2dly, In contemplating on Life's proper Me- 


It, and Death's ſacred Importance, let us thus 
expoſtulate with our ſelves, and work Inferences 


for our Inſtruction and Application. If Life is, 


* againſt the common Prejudices and Notions of 


the World, made only an inferior eligible State, 


and Death ſolemnly conſiderable by the Wiſeſt of 
Men, and moft fortunate of Monarchs, wherein 


do I teſtify my Aſſent to the Divine aſſerted Di- : 


ſparity? Wherein do I ſhew the diſregard of Life 


required by the Holy Spirit? Wherein the true 
Apprehenſion of Death 2? Tf a paſſionate Purſuit 


of Riches, Grandeur, and Pleaſure, whereby the 


Laws of God are violated, expreſs my Religious 
Contempt of Life, and magnanimous waiting for 
Death, then T may indulge the ſame, and am in 
a Right Way of attending the vaſt Conſequence 
of it, the unavoidable Judgment that muſt fuc- 
ceed. But if this ſenſual Diſpoſition more natu- 
C2 rally 
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rally denotes the contrary ; if it ſhews an alie- 
nated Mind from future Views, or an unconcern 


at whatever follows Life, then let me not thus fix 
my Heart on theſe Objects of Senſe, let me not 
conſume Life's ſhort Space, my Hours haſtning 
Periods, in the heaping up of Riches ; let me do 
no Injuſtice to my Neighbour, indulge no 
Thought diſhonouring the Purity, the Regularity 
neceſſarily belonging to Chriſtian Perfection; let 
me do nothing wherein this Life prejudices Eter- 
nity, wherein my Proſpect of Bliſs may be fru- 
ſtrated, and Death embittered. But on the con- 
trary, let my Intentions and Heart be engaged 
in whatever conduces to the Myſtery of my Re- 
generation, the new Life to which God's Holy 
Spirit conſecrates me, the Life that God inſpires, 


that embalms my Name to the generous Venera- 


tion of this World, that prepares my Body to a 
| Bleſſed Reſurrection, when all other viſible Ob- 
jects of Nature ſhall be diſſolved, and tranſlates 
my Soul re-united to this. revived Body, to the 
Manſions of my Heavenly Father, there to be 
confirmed, by the laſt Sentence of Judgment, in | 
the Poſſeſſion of the Bliſs which before it im- 

perfectly enjoyed. SS „ 


> 


And from this Contemplation on Life's ſubſer- 


vient and inferior State, to Death's more ſolemn 


and important End, we ovght to infer Arguments, 


3dly, For our moſt Grateful and Exalted Love of 


God, in revealing to us ſo rich, ſo wonderful a 
Reparation of the mournful Declenſion, and in- 
evitable Diſhonour of Human Nature, in droop- 


ing 


„„ TIES OWNS OW 


| F, ra "Sermon. 


3 


ing Bodies, oren 3 in injur'd Minds, from the SCE: 


admired Vigour of both, by a glorious Recovery. 


of us to Immortality ; and that in Celeſtial Bo- 


dies, ſomething like the Transfigur d Body of our 
Triumphant Redeemer, and in giving the Souls a 


_ Viſion 4 God's Glories, the Minds ſome Com- 


prehenſion of Providential Proceedings, and of 1 John 3. 


Nature's Myſteries, both in this Globe, in the 
covering Firmament, and celeſtial Spheres, be- 
yond what natural improv'd Wiſdom, and its 


W unalterable Flights can attain. 


. 


_ Theſe are the Inferences we ought to make for 


our Inſtruction, our animating our Conduct in 
| our Duties of Religion, and Progreſs, directed 
by a Contemplation on the Holy Prophet's Decla- 
ration of Life's inferior Merit, and of Death's i im- 
portant State. 


For the more lively Influence of which Duties 
and Progreſs, I come now in the laſt Place, to 


| recommend the Examples of the Churches bleſſed 
Worthies, Fathers and Confeſſors, to your Imi- 


tation, particularly of our late deceaſed Brother, 


in whom we allow, without the Gloſs of vailing 


or favouring Time, a moſt glorious Complication | 


of all Chriſtian Graces and Virtues, _ 
Mark them which walk ſo, (ſays the Apoſtle) 
as ye have us for an Example : What their Example 
was, St. Peter informs us; and from thence to /ook for 
new Heavens, and a new Earth, where reigneth Righ- 
teouſneſs : And how they expreſs d this Diſpoſition 
and Expectation, their Lives and Deaths moſt 
ſi ane teſtify, by following the Croſs of Chriſt, 
by 


2 Pet. 3. 
13. | 
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by re the Strictneſs of Chritin Shu: 
lity, and leaving the Church their Tracks and 
Renown. mh 

But if their Characters vpon the Abcourt of 15 
the pecoliar Honours to (which they were or- 


Gale, beyond all of human Race, may be thought 


| too refined and ſpecularive fpr this Age's Hopes of 


approaching, whom can 1 offer to your Concern 
With more Advantage, and a kinder Acceptance, 
than the Perſon whole Memory 1 f e 


ie Dearh all here Lament? 5 


9 


1 the Chatch' to which wh was, an Or- 


nament ! what Sharpnefs, what Boldnefs in rebu- 


. king Vice! what "Ambiority, by an exemplary 


Practice, did he give to his Arguments! and tho! 
the Beauty of Language which adorned theſe to our 
juſt Admiration, is of no Moment, in Compari- 
Ton of Qualifications requir'd in the Soul, yet is 
it one worthy Talent, with which the Spirit of 
Gad thought fit to diſtinguiſh him; and which 
having reflected ſome Honour on you, and efta- 
bliſh'd the Fame of your Society to all ic 


Ages, will move your grateful Remembrance 
him the more, and urge you to make the greater 
Returns expected for ſuch an Indulgence of Pro- 


vidence to you, tho mort. 
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1 him, Secondly; in his private Life; What 
Rhetoriek but that which was equal to his own ; 
what Thoughts but ſuch as were ſo fine and ele- 


| vated as his were, can expreſs the Strictneſs, the 
Grace and Harmony: of it, with the leaſt Juſtice 


to your own prepoſſeſs d Acknowledgments > 
The beſt Panegyrick for making the greateſt 


perſons Virtues attractively amiable, is that 

which Neighbours, Acquaintance, and all ſur- 

rounding Obſervers give; in the united Aſſent 
of theſe, you know his Name enſhrined. 


If happieſt Purity of Thoughts and Actions, 


ſtrict Temperance, rigid Mortifications, publick. 
and private Charities, inceſſant Vigilance, have 
any Merit in them for recommending the World's. 
Ornaments to your grateful Eſteem, his Memo- 
ry muſt be moſt Sacred amongſt . 


If univerſal Love, a moſt cautious Deference, 


ſhort Delight of them amongſt you, and indeed: 


amongſt thoſe, where his Virtues might have- 
been of a more extenſive Uſe, he has it, 


If the Loſs of theſe excelling Gifts, either as: 


they were once the Glory of this Place, and 
might have been for the Churches univerſal Good, 


had the incomprehenſible Methods of Providence. 
continued him to us, may claim our laying Cy- 


| preſs and Roſes on his Tomb, he claims it. 


This; © 
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and chearful Humility, enlivened and brighten'd 
with all the Charms of Addrels, the commanding; 
| Fluency of Words, and renewing Turns of Wit, 
have any Title to your generous Grief for the 
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"This, it.is true, is a Reſontment that Nature ME BY 
Sympathy irreſiſtibly dictates; but alas! what 
avails our fond Paſſion for wandering in Dark. a 
neſs, and afflicting our ſelves amongſt the Mo- 
numents of the Dead Let us think of the Duty , | 
we owe the Living, the reyiwing the Bleſſed | 
Saints in our own Characters, by-the moſt exact | 
Likeneſs our Actions can give us with their bet. Wh 
ter: Parts. ö 
- What Value we: heve 105 the Memory of our 
| dear departed Brother, let us publiſh, by ob⸗ ! 
|} - ſerving his Inſtructions, by being thoved with the 
3 equal Engagements of Virtues and Eloquence, 
vhich we recollect in him: As the Divine Wif- | * 
dom calls us to a neceſſary Contempt of Life, 
and uſeful Meditations: on Death, whom can we 4 
more worthily: take for the Pattern in our Con- 
duct, than he whoſe good Name, with ſuch rich || \ 
| Perfume, ſo far affects every Obſerver s Senſes, as Þ 
that no Malevolents are found againſt it, to whom 1 
every Converſation aſcribes ſome new Merit, to | : 
whom with a Rival: Forwardneſs, every grate- f 
ful Wit conſecrates ſome new Encomiu m: 
In whom can we think this Diſrggard of Life, 4 
and Preference-of Death, prompted by the Pro- 
phet of God, more prevalent than in him, uhoſe d 
ſpotleſs Youth, . whoſe exemplary Prime, were | Þ 
acer Advances, and fix d Preparations for * — 
ſame?: „ 
We are inſorra'd. of St. Jerome, that in con- 80 
templating on the expected Conflict ' naturally | » 
Waiting an Eternal Remove, he thus prepared the 
depart- 
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departing Captive to. admit its Diſcbarns * 


part, what doſt thou fear ? depart my Soul, what doſt 


thou doubt? Thou haſt ſervd Chriſt almoſt Seventy _ 
Tears, and doſt thou fear Death? The Saint, in 


few Words, leaves the Pious a boundleſs Scope 


for their meditating, on, and being urged by them 
to Chriſtian Heroiſm. 
And for the ſame Purpoſe, on a like Beenden 


I think an Earl of Mancheſters Rapture, no leſs 


moving, being withal compendiouſly Inſtru- 
ctive; + O Soul (ſays he) Enobled with the 
nage of God, Adorned with his Likeneſs, Eſpouſed 
to 57 by Faith, Redeemed by his Blood, S 


with rg Spirit, Ranked with his Angels, What 
haſt thou to do with Fleſh 2 | 


 _'Othow like the Notes of the Beings. in Bliſs 
where Hey now dwell, were theſe their Pious 


Breathings ! but what Language can raiſe our 
Tdeas to the Truth and Exceſs of the rapturous 


| Pleaſures of A in theſe their een Vi- 


ſions 


5 . * — . 
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* Egredere, ani times? Egredere anima mea, quit dubitas ? 


Septuaginta prope annis ſerviſti Chriſto & mortem times? Hieroni- 


mi Epiſ. Lib. 3. Ep. 2. 


+ Nancheſter al. Mondo. contemplatio mortis, &. immortali- 8 
I ee ee 


What can we imagine his Exaltation of 
Thought to have been, whoſe Death we now la- 
ment; whoſe Soul, check'd with the dull 
Medium of ſenſible Organs, could yet ſo lively 
paint the Bliſs remotely ſeen, as he often has 
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growing Perfection in this State of Imperſection, 
as the ſuitable Inference which the Royal Author 
of the Words implicitly dictates, let us not rup re- 
verſe to the Action of Divinity, imagining Life to 
be the chief Good, Death the chief Ill, the De- 
ſtruction of a Rational Being, formed alter the 
Image of God; nor even let us Diſhonour the 
Dignity of Moral Philoſophy, to fear that Change 
which Immortality repairs. Non * eſſe lugendam 
mortem ceſſet quum Immortalitas conſequatir. 2 5 
Let us not devote the Abilities of Nature, the 
Ordinances of Religion, the Treaſure of our 
Time, for the Advantage of flitting Moments, 
uncertain Moments; neglecting the Intereſt of 
the certain and inconceivable Abyſs of Ages, 
which follows this Temporal State's Expiry: g 


tion. 


here 7 and now to the World his immortal 


Works do. 


Let, my Brethren, ſuch Flights of Fancy bowel 


our Hearts! Let not the Churches Fathers, illu- 
ſtrious Profeſſors, the Wiſe, the Virtuous, and 
Learned, raife their Souls on Seraphick Wings, 
and prompt their Paſſions with Celeſtial Flame, 


and we know their Tranſports, and hear their 


Melody, the Voices of Charmers charming 
wiſely, with a eee and . 
„ Sr 


And to raiſe our Thoughts to tack Begrees of 
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Let us not think that God calls, FI his 


Threats and Promiſes, his Exhortations and De: 


ſcriptions are given in vain; that Prophets and 


Apoſtles were endow'd with Miraculous Gifts, 


100 the Hor that appears in later Miniſters, 
me Degree, - to the Sanity of their 


ſuited, in o 
Function, is offer d in vain; or that the raſh 
Contempt of ſuch Diſpenſations of the Comſorter, 
is not moſt ſeverely to be accounted for. 


Let all ſhew their Senſe of theſe Things, by 
an improving Life and Converſation ; let them 
expreſs their Soul's Conviction and Satisfaction 
concerning the Things of Futurity, and the Proſ- 
pect of an Eternal Re-exiſting, by an immediate 
| Repentance of Errors paſt, and a reſolv'd Life of 
Obedience to the Goſpel Precepts for the future, 

a preſſing towards the Mark, the Heaven that is 
to reward them, the Preſence of the World's 
Creator and Redeemer, that is to delight 


them. 


Let them for particular Direction, and fami- 
liar Incitation, reflect on the Lives of Saints and 
Martyrs, celebrated Worthies, and eſteem'd 
Friends, who have tranſmitted the Praiſes of their 


good Names to Mankind, and now find the 


grateful Odour of them amongſt the Angels of 
Glory; that they may ſucceed in the ſame trium- 


phant Concluſion, and admit the Terror of Na- 
ture, Death, when he comes with his irreverſible 
Aſſault, as the Introducer to Peace and Reſt, a 
moſt Welcome Gueſt to an Impatient Friend, the 


Souls 
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5oul's Preſenter to its Divine parent, 2 
 conſurnmated Progreſs of Nature: 


En, e 
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a $7 To whow for the Bleſſhngs of © Ie. ; „ the Compe- 
TEES of Fortune, the. bilities i of Soul, the 


2,1, . Means,of Grace, be aſerib d, as-is maſt. due, 
EB = 4 Honour and Praiſe, Migbt, Majeſty, 
] Dominion, both now, and. or evermoͤre. 
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